The EU: A global player in security

The creation of the European Union (EU) brought a new period of peace and stability that was unprecedented in European history. By building close ties and inter-dependence, the EU made another major European war impossible. The EU has a history and cultural ties that gives it links with every part of the world. Now, with 25 states and over 450 million people producing a quarter of the world's Gross National Product (GNP), it has no choice but to be a global player.



The EU faces major challenges: Managing globalisation to our advantage, addressing multifacetted threats to our security and stability, and strengthening the current international order based on the rule of law and multilateral institutions. All of this requires a strong EU, able to protect its interest on the international stage, and to promote  stability, prosperity, democracy and human rights around the world. We are a reliable partner, the world’s biggest donor and an engine for reforms. EU citizens and our international partners want the EU to play a greater role on the international stage. We must continue to make our foreign policy even more effective, coherent and visible.



Benita Ferrero-Waldner, European Commissioner for External Relations and European Neighbourhood Policy

Key threats 

Today’s world offers greater prospects than ever before but also greater threats.

The traditional concept of self- defence – up to and including the Cold War – based on the threat of invasion is outdated. Large-scale aggression against any one EU Member State is improbable.

The current security threats are more diverse, less visible and less predictable. In the era of globalisation, the first line of defence may be in another country and not on Europe’s borders.

The European Security Strategy (ESS), adopted by Heads of State and government in December 2003, identified five key security threats for Europe today.

· Terrorism, which now operates worldwide, is increasingly well resourced and willing to use unlimited violence to cause huge casualties. Often linked to religious extremism, it sees Europe as a target and a base for its activities. Logistical bases for Al Qaeda cells have been uncovered in the UK, Italy, Germany, Spain and Belgium.

· Proliferation of Weapons of Mass Destruction is potentially the greatest threat to Europe’s security despite the international treaties and export controls that are in place to contain the spread of such weapons. A terrorist group acquiring these weapons may be able to inflict damage on a scale previously possible only for States and armies.

· Regional conflict in neighbouring countries or on the other side of the world impacts on Europe’s stability. It can lead to extremism, terrorism and state failure. It provides opportunities for organised crime and creates regional insecurity which in itself can fuel the demand for weapons of mass destruction.

· State failure because of civil conflict but also bad governance – corruption, abuse of power, weak institutions and lack of accountability – which corrode the State from within allowing organised crime and terrorism to flourish. State failure undermines global governance and endangers regional security.

· Organised crime considers Europe as one of its prime targets. It involves cross-border trafficking in drugs, women, illegal migrants and weapons. These criminal gangs can have links with terrorism. They thrive in weak or failing states. Income from their illegal activities such as drugs contributes to the weakening of state structures and feeds conflict.

What does it mean for Europe? 

Conflict prevention and threat prevention cannot start too early.

During the Cold War, the threat to the EU’s security was visible. In contrast, none of today’s threats are purely military and none can be tackled by purely military means. A cocktail of solutions is required.

To meet this challenge, the European Security Strategy said that Europe has to become more active, more coherent and more capable.

· More active means developing a culture that fosters early, rapid, and when necessary, robust intervention using the full spectrum of the EU’s crisis management and conflict prevention measures. It means the EU acts before there is a crisis with the right mixture of political, diplomatic, military, civilian, trade and development activities.

· More capable means transforming militaries into more flexible, mobile forces enabling them to address the new threats. Increased defence resources are necessary as well as more effective use of resources through pooling and sharing of assets. In addition,there must be a greater capacity to bring on board civilian resources in crisis and post crisis situations and stronger diplomatic capability and improved sharing of intelligence among Member States and with partners to assess common threats.

· More coherent means bringing together the EU’s different resources and capabilities that impact on Europe’s security and on that of countries outside of the EU. These include its some € 6 billion European assistance programmes, military and civilian capabilities from Member States and other instruments.

Working with partners 

The current security threats are world wide and interdependent. The EU cannot deal with them on its own. International cooperation is crucial. It works in partnership with international organisations such as the United Nations (UN), which has the primary responsibility for maintaining international peace and security, and regional groupings such as the African Union.



The quality of international society depends on the quality of the governments that are its foundation. The best protection for our security is a world of well-governed democratic states. Spreading good governance, supporting social and political reform, dealing with corruption and abuse of power, establishing the rule of law and protecting human rights are the best means of strengthening the international order... Trade and development policies can be powerful tools for promoting reform.



Javier Solana, High Representative for the EU’s Common Foreign and Security Policy (CFSP)
The European Security Strategy also emphasises the transatlantic relationship. It states: “Acting together, the EU and the USA can be a formidable force for good in the world.”

Finally, it underlines the importance of closer relations with Russia and developing strategic partnerships with Japan, China, Canada and India.
Source: http://ec.europa.eu/world/peace/geographical_themes/the_eu/index_en.htm
(12/08/2008)
