Presentation Guidelines
I. News Presentation (about 15 minutes)
1. Choose a current headline (one or two articles). The headline should be fairly recent. 

2. You may, but are not obliged to, provide handouts for the class. You must, however, introduce your topic with an “Attention-Getter”, for example:

a. pass around (an excerpt from an article, an image)

b. write on the board (a quote, an interesting statistic, a provocative question)

c. or show with a projector 

It is your responsibility to pull your audience into your subject!
3. After introducing the topic with your attention-getter, briefly summarize article(s) from which you have taken the headline. Name the source(s). If you picked two articles, you should compare and contrast them and point out significant differences, if there are any. You may also comment critically on the article. If necessary, or wanted, you may provide some background / additional information on your topic, outside of the article(s) alone.
4. You will then lead a discussion on your topic and news articles with the class. You must have a min. of 5 discussion questions. You will be required to turn in a copy of your questions (optional: with your own answers) before your presentation via e-mail.

It is your responsibility to engage your audience with the discussion, and to prompt responses from your classmates! You are running the show!
5. Possible online news sources: Washington Post, The Economist, The New York Times, BBC, CNN, … See links on this site: http://tinyurl.com/6awby2
II.
How to Lead a Good Discussion
1. Initial questions about initial reactions – “Does anyone have thoughts, comments, or questions about this article/topic?”
2. Questions asking for opinions on particular issues that were raised – “What did you think of the statement which said ...?”

3. Prompt – “When I read the sentence/paragraph, I thought about ... What about you?

4. Prompt – This part reminded me of something I saw on the internet/on TV/in the news/in a movie. It showed ...”

5. Prompt – “I looked this (term/name in the text) up on the internet and found...”

6. Prompt – “This made me wonder about ...”

7. Prompt – “This made me ask myself why ...”

8. Prompt – “This made me angry because ...”

9. Prompt – “It surprised me to learn that ... I had always thought that... I didn’t realize that ...”
Rubric

· Choice of topic

· Attention getter

· Presentation skills

· Discussion questions, prompts
· Language

Short commentary
