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„Radicals“ in Public Service:

· took place in the 1970s

· political radicals flooded the Public Service

· the debate focused on left-wing teachers

· SPD under pressure(hard-line policy: not hiring party members of communist parties/ dismissal of “anticonstitutional” employees

· problems: violating article 3 of the Basic Law; spying of employees amongst each other; possible misuse by a any political organ

· in the late 1970s the policy was recognised as a mistake

Census: 

· planned in the early 1980s
· citizen initiatives and the Greens started a campaign against it/ reasons: unnecessary intrusion into people’s privacy; information given by citizens could be used to their disadvantage

· parliament had to change the provison (forced by the federal constitutional court)
· the case showed a good working democracy

The Great Bugging Attack:

· increase of organized crime

· police needed more freedom of action(demanded change in law from policy

· changes happened/ exceptions for journalists, priests and others

Same-Sex Marriage:

· in the 1990s the majority of the German public was against same sex-marriages
· compatibility with the article 6 was doubted

· the Greens made it a condition of the participation in the 1998 coalition; law passed in July 2000 
