Parties in Germany are given a prominent position in that they are incorporated into the German constitution. Article 21 of the Law on Political Parties states: "Political parties contribute to the forming of a public will of the people". To this end, the German constitution recognizes political parties as no longer being associations with a purely community base like they were back in the 18th and 19th centuries when they developed. The constitution now recognizes them as being quasi-constitutional bodies.
The importance attached to political parties also becomes clear when reading the German Law on Political Parties:
	§
	An extract from "The Law on Political Parties" in Germany


§ 1 Constitutional position and duties of political parties
(1) Political parties are a component of the free democratic basic order required under the Constitution. Due to their free and continuous participation in the formation of the political will of the people, they perform a public function which is incumbent on them under the Basic Law and which they undertake to fulfill to the best of their ability.
(2) The parties shall participate in the formation of the political will of the people in all fields of public life, in particular by exerting influence on the shaping of public opinion; inspiring and furthering political education; promoting active public participation in political life; training capable people to assume public responsibilities; participating in federal, Land and local government elections by nominating candidates; exerting influence on political developments in parliament and government; incorporating their defined political aims into the national decision-making process; and ensuring continuous, vital links between the people and the instruments of state (...).
	Parties and associations:
The go-betweens in the forming of a political will of the people


The relationship between the voter and those elected to represent him/her should not be defined as one in which elected representatives are left to all the work once the voter has cast his/her vote. Indeed, it becomes quickly clear from the way in which western democracies work on a daily basis that this description of the relationship does not do justice to the role played by voters. The contribution made by individuals is more far-reaching when we add to the equation the other areas in which individuals can make a contribution such as political parties, associations, civil-action groups and work at a grassroots level. Just as they are an essential part of modern working and economic life in an industrialized nation, organized groups in political life also represent a decisive way of releasing individuals from their feeling of powerlessness and helplessness in the face of overpowering circumstances and of making them a functioning link in a complicated society. Parties, associations, civil-action groups and grassroots' workers attempt to influence the forming of a public will of the people according to the convictions and interests that they represent either directly or by swaying public opinion; presenting their wishes and worries before government and parliament or by even relieving state authorities of their responsibilities and attempting to take personal charge of them.
[Taken and translated from: Waldemar Besson/Gotthard Jasper, Das Leitbild der modernen Demokratie. Bauelemente einer freiheitlichen Staatsordnung, BpB Bonn 1990]
