Policy Cycle
The public becomes aware of an issue as a problem and, because of demands being made by certain groups and dominant values in society, this problem is defined as a problem on which action needs to be taken (problem definition). This problem then becomes a part of the political decision-making agenda, meaning that a decision has to be made as to who will deal when with the problem and in what form (agenda setting). Then, accompanied by lobbying and political argument, the process of formulating the political position takes place within the set of rules laid down by the political system and by the protagonists. This process ends with the putting down of an authoritative assignment of value in the form of a law, a provision or a program (policy creation). This policy is then given its final structure during the implementation process involving political and administrative actors (implementation). The results and effects of these policy and implementation decisions finally create political reactions of either a positive or negative nature, which, in turn, are also implemented politically and which lead to the continuation, change or end of the policy (restatement of policy, policy termination).

To understand democratic politics in a modern pluralistic society, understanding the following notion of politics is fundamental: that the nature of the democratic process demands that positions and decisions are in constant need of correction and revision and that new solutions must be continually sought.
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