Kosovo War 1999

The legitimacy of NATO's bombing campaign in Kosovo has been the subject of much debate. NATO did not have the backing of the United Nations Security Council because the war was opposed by permanent members with ties to Yugoslavia, China and, in particular Russia, who had threatened to veto any resolution authorising force. NATO argued that their defiance of the Security Council was justified based on the claims of an "international humanitarian emergency". NATO is an organization created for defence of its members, but in this case it was used to attack a non-NATO country which was not directly threatening any NATO member. NATO claimed that instability in the Balkans was a direct threat to the security interests of NATO members, and military action was therefore justified by the NATO charter; however, the only NATO member country to which the instability was a direct threat was Greece.

The status of Kosovo remained unresolved until 2007; international negotiations began in 2006 to determine the final status of Kosovo, as envisaged under UN Security Council Resolution 1244, and the province was administered by the United Nations until its unilateral declaration of independence on February 17, 2008.

Despite the successful conclusion of the war, Kosovo exposed gaping weaknesses in NATO. It revealed how dependent the European members had become on the United States military—the vast majority of combat and non-combat operations were dependent on U.S. involvement—and highlighted the lack of precision weapons in European armories.
Lessons: Following the Kosovo war in 1999, the European Council agreed that "the Union must have the capacity for autonomous action, backed by credible military forces, the means to decide to use them, and the readiness to do so, in order to respond to international crises without prejudice to actions by NATO." To that end, a number of efforts were made to increase the EU's military capability. After much discussion, the most concrete result was the EU Battlegroups initiative, each of which is planned to be able to deploy quickly about 1500 men each. EU forces have been deployed on peacekeeping missions from Africa to the Balkans and the Middle East. The lack of unanimity among EU member states in recognising Kosovo as an independent state may create difficulties in the long term, as without unanimous agreement among EU member states, Kosovo will not be eligible to sign the Stabilisation and Association Process. Thus the efforts by Kosovars and the EU-led presence towards stabilising independence could be undermined by a lack of clarity regarding an EU agreement on Kosovo.
Operation Artemis in the Democratic Republic of Congo 2003 
(Wikipedia, K. Homan 2007)

Operation Artemis was a short-term EU-led military mission to the Democratic Republic of the Congo.

In the beginning of 2003 MONUC (“Mission of the United Nations in the Democratic Republic of Congo”) observer teams present in DRC since 1999 monitored serious combats and human rights violations in Ituri province. In April 2003 800 Uruguayan soldiers were deployed in Bunia, the capital of the province. The withdrawal of 7000 Ugandan troops in April 2003 led to a deteriorating security situation in the Ituri region endangering the peace process in DRC.

The UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan called for establishing and deploying a temporary multi-national force to the area until the weakened MONUC mission could be reinforced. On May 30, 2003 the Security Council adopted the Resolution 1484 authorising the deployment of an Interim Multinational Emergency Force (IMEF) to Bunia with a task to secure the airport, protect internally displaced persons in camps and the civilians in the town.

The French Government had already shown interest in leading the operation. It soon broadened to an EU-led mission with France as the framework nation providing the bulk of the personnel and complemented by contributions from both EU and non-EU nations. The total force consisted of about 1800 personnel and was supported by French aircraft based at N'Djamena and Entebbe airfields. A small 80 man Swedish Special Forces group (SSG) was also added.

The operation called Operation Artemis was launched on June 12 and the IMEF completed its deployment in the following three weeks. The force was partly successful in stabilising the situation in Bunia and enforcing the UN presence in the DRC. In September 2003, responsibility for the security of the region was handed over to the MONUC mission.

Artemis was the first autonomous EU military mission outside Europe - an important milestone in development of European Security and Defence Policy.
Lessons learned: Without French leadership, the EU operation would not have happened. It was more a French operation with an EU cover. The political motivation behind Artemis was to show unity after the European foreign policy debacle of Iraq. – In the military field: shortage of strategic transport; atrocities continued beyond the very limited area of operations; inadequate communications systems between headquarters and staff; lack of a strategic reserve.
